they will never give you a listen.’ 

The stunt was cooked up in 
1998 by his then producer Clive 
Black, who had hoped to intro- 
duce the singer to a younger 
audience. 

DJs believed they were cham- 
pioning the work of a cutting- 
edge artist known only as CR 
and the song. Can’t Keep This 


in the same year, Radio 1 DJ 
Chris Evans announced he 
would not be playing the 
singer’s records on his breakfast 
show and even went as far as to 
smash up his discs on air. 

In 2004, Tony Blackburn was 
suspended from his show on 
Classic Gold for defying an 
order not to play Sir Cliff’s 
tracks. The radio ‘ban’ put a 


mercnanaise sales. 

His fans can buy Sir Cliff T- 
shirts, mugs, pens, keyrings, 
signed calendars, four types of 
perfume, teddy bears, a minia- 
ture gold juke box and an 
embroidered ski hat. There is 
even a diamante belt buckle. 

His Vida Nova rose and tinto 
wine is sold online by Waitrose. 

Mr Black said: ‘These projects 


living from them. 

‘He has a strong army of 
believers in his fan club and he 
doesn’t want to be at the beck 
and call of anyone except him- 
self. He doesn’t want his career 
dependent on record labels.’ 

Sir CUff has had seven number 
ones over five decades and first 
topped the charts in July 1959 
with Living DoU. 


Travellers build a hall 
at their illegal camp 
- with taxpayers’ cash 


TRAVELLERS facing eviction from 
a notorious illegal camp have built a 
community hall on the site with 
£12,000 of taxpayers’ money. 

The funds were handed to the trav- 
ellers - even though no one has applied 
for planning permission. 

Building has gone ahead - even though 
the 1,000-strong community at Cray’s Hill 
in Essex is waiting for the results of a 
judicial review which could mean they end 
up being evicted and the site demolished. 

FamiUes moved on to the camp near Basil- 
don, eight years ago, and have twice defied 
government calls to leave. 

Grattan Puxon, spokesman for the trav- 
ellers, said: ‘The funds came from Essex 
County Council’s youth development section. 

‘Basically it is going to be a training centre 
for the youth here. The building has gone . 
up on a section of the site which is 
still under review. We have gone ahead with 
it anyway.’ 

Mr Puxon said £8,000 of the money had 
been spent on the centre. It was not clear 
last night how the remaining money was 
being used. 

The building will provide a venue for 
courses including information technology 
and hairdressing, as well as a meeting place 
for the residents and meetings of The Gypsy 


By Andrew Levy 


Council, whose president Richard Sheridan 
lives at the site. It will also act as a chapel 
for the camp’s Roman Catholic members. 

Matthew Elliott, chief executive of the 
Taxpayers’ Alliance, yesterday said the sit- 
uation was ‘a disgrace’. 

‘Essex County Council should be standing 
up for the law, not building facilities for this 
illegal site,’ he said. 

‘The council is meant to oversee and 
enforce planning laws, not help break them. 
It is an insult that taxpayers will have to foot 


‘It’s against 
the law’ 


the bill for building and bulldozing the place.’ 

Malcolm Buckley, leader of Basildon 
Council, which has spent £400,000 trying to 
evict the travellers, said the centre had been 
built on an area covered by an enforcement 
order restricting development. 

He added he was ‘surprised’ the county 
council had approved funds for the building 
and said the travellers ‘know they should- 
n’t build anything without planning permis- 
sion. It’s against the law’. 

At the last count there were 132 unautho- 


rised chalets, mobile homes and caravans 
at Crays Hill. Luxury, cars are often seen 
parked outside. 

The travellers also built an ugly 100ft ware- 
house, said to be used to store furniture from 
Eastern Europe and building materials. 

They were last ordered to leave in 
February 2007 by Ruth Kelly, then the Sec- 
retary of State for Communities and Local 
Government. 

The travellers appealed against the deci- 
sion, which has gone to judicial review. 

Essex County Council yesterday said the 
money had come from the Youth Opportu- 
nity Fund and Youth Capital Fund - grants 
provided by central government to tackle 
disadvantage and provide services for 
young people. 

‘Essex County Council expects all applica- 
tions for capital projects to strictly adhere 
to existing planning legislation and guid- 
ance,’ a spokesman said. 

‘Where a planning application is required, 
it is for the sponsor of each bid to ensure 
the correct process is met. 

‘Where this has not happened and where 
breaches have occurred we, together with 
the relevant district council, will take the 
appropriate action. 

‘We are currently investigating, together 
with Basildon Council, whether the correct 
processes have been met.’ 
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people who live here.’ 

Zara’s boyfriend on 
drink-drive charge 

ZARA Phillips’s boy- 
friend Mike Tindall has 
been charged with 
drink-driving. 

The Gloucester and 
England rugby player 
was driving to Twick- 
enham in his silver 
Range Rover on the M4 
when he was stopped 
by police in Berkshire. 

A Thames Valley police 
spokesman said Tindall, 
pictured, gave a posi- 
tive roadside breath test and was arrested and 
taken to Newbury police station. It is under- 
stood he was held in cells for several hours. 

Thames Valley police had bailed Tindall until 
this week when he was officially charged. 

The 29-year-old was arrested the day after 
he spent an afternoon with Miss Phillips, 
daughter of Princess Anne, at last month’s 
Cheltenham horse-racing festival and later at 
a private party for jockeys. 

Five weeks earlier he had spent three days 
in intensive care after seriously damaging his 
liver when he was tackled playing for England 
against Wales. 

BBC admits show 
plugged Tesco 

THE BBC admitted breaking its own rules 
yesterday after Tesco featured ‘excessively’ in 
a reality show. 

The Restaurant, which was fronted by the 
chef Raymond Blanc on BBC2, carried promi- 
nent references to the store in two episodes. 

Producers said Tesco was the only super- 
market willing to allow filming at short notice 
for last-minute shopping trips by contestants. 

But the shows, screened in August and Sep- 
tember last year, led to complaints from view- 
ers angry at the repeated plugs. 

The BBC’s editorial complaints unit found 
there had been a justification for the actions 
but said it could not defend the prominence of 
the branding. 

Corporation chiefs have said that any repeat 
of the programmes, in which aspiring restau- 
rateurs compete for the chance to run a bistro 
with the chef, will have to be edited. 



